THE LUTHER LEATUE

¥auth gatherines sponsarei by the church ware held at the homes during
the late 1690"s and ir the earlv 1900%s. Monsv raised, usually bw tasket =ocials,
wag used for the church.

An "Ungdoms Ferening™ wae started in 1911 by the direction of the Rev. L.L.
Masted. Later it was called "Yound Feople's Soclety."™ Meetings were held at the
hetes for zeveral wears.

Until about 1919 the Young Saople’s Socieiy sponsored a Fourth of July plenic
for the congregatlon with a patrlotic and rellglous program at ihe personage grove.
The Young People's Choir, singing wsually from “Frydetoner," took part 1n the
O CETAm.

The Young People's Soclety was reorganlized as a Luther League during the
rastorate of Reverend Swenson, Luther League toples and Blble Studies became
part of ihe programs. The Pocket Testament Movement was Introduced and several
Pocket Testament Movement tanguets were held between the vears 19730 and 1950,

During World War II,; thirty-nine men of the congreceilon served in the
armed forces, Under the directlon of the Hewverend Berg, the Luther League
rresanted Pockeat Testaments 4o sach serviceman, kept & list of addresses, sent
btirthday cards, letters and Christmas gifts.

In recent years, the Luther League has been merged with the Luther League
of Falth Lutheran Churech.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

From the beginning of the congresaticon to the present tlme Tellgious
lnstruction has been provided for the chlldren,

In the early pericd several weeks of parochial =chool in the Nerwegian
language was customary. One of the sarliest school masters was "Klokker" Andreas
Heltmann. He taught here during the Reverend Eldashl's pastorats. Another early
teacher was AlTred Smeberg,

Ho record is avallable on the first of our Sunday Schools, but according te
information from oclder merbers, a Sunday School was held 1o the Loberg dlstrict
in the early elghteen hundred and eighties, wlth several fathersz as teachers.
Abaut 1903 a Sunday School was held in the Sarfleld Schoolhouse for the childmpen
of that communlty. Some of the teachers were Mrs, Berthe Kankrud, Mrs, Christina
Knutzon, Tina Blihovde, Begina Peterson, and perhaps others.

inna Farseth, who was a parochial school teacher in the congresgatlon, was
1n charge of a Sunday 3chool held in church during the Reverend Farseth's
pastorete.

The St. Dlaf College students Axel Bue and John Lawrence taught summer school
and helped with the Sunday Scheel werk while the Reverend Masted was pastor. Same
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ather teachers at this iime were Alma Helersen, Ida Peterson and Inez Aanrud.
Later during the same pastorate two Sunday Schools were held, one at the

rarsonage for Oak Srove, Garfield ard Peru communliles with Mrs. Masted 1n charge,
and ocne at the Rueben Hiller home wlth Mrs. Hiller in charge.

During the Reverand Klle's pastorate the Sunday Schecol again met at the
church., Textboocks used up to and during thls tine were Pontogpplidars Explanaticn,
Luther's Small Catechism, Vogt's Blble History, and the Biblae.

4 parish Sunday School for North and South New Hope was organized by Fhilllp
Hiller at the request of Pastor Swenson durlng the early yeers of hls pastorate.
¥rs. Ole Herlien was superintendent and the anrollment was between flfty and sixty
chlldren, In 1957 the enrcllment in the Sunday Schoal and High Schoaol Elble (lass
was 8,

Mone Asnrud was superintendent of the Sundey School for over 20 years, Others
wha have served as superintendent are Effies Erogweld, Ruth Nerlien, Vieginla
Krogwald, Charlotte Isaacson, Rachelle, Kunzman, and Yivian Wogsland. Janet
Hilheln 15 the present superlntendent.

The Sunday School haa helped support several missions over the years. This
vear their contritutions are going to Ephphathe Minlstries, the branch of the ALC

providing minlstry to the deaf and the blind.
Lanore Wogsland hae been treasurer and plano accompanist for the children's

ainging for many yeare. The Sunday School presents speclal muele for church
services at Chrisimas and oocaslonally during the year.

The enrollment in the Sunday Scheol is new twenty=three. Current teachers
are Lenore Wogsland, Lisa Budsberg, Janet Wilhelm, Joan Gunderson, Kelly Asnred,
and Karen Catozzi.

S0OURCES FDR THIS HISTORY

The primary source for the hlstorles of the churech, ALCHW, Luther Leagie,
and Sunday School 1= the booklet published on the one hundredth anniversary of
the congregation. This history was written primarily by Inez Hansen. The recent
blstory of the church and ALCY was provided by Mona and Lella sanrud. The recent
history of the Sunday School was provided by Virginis Krogweld. Other sources
for this hlstory lncludes the congrezaticn's pletorial hlszstery compliled by Inez
HEanson, Maleolan Rosholt's articles in the Iola Herald entitled "From the Indlan
Land " the history of Faith Lutheran Church written by Maleolm Rasholt, the
history of Korthland Lutheran Church appearing in lts 75th anniversary booklet,
and the history of New Hope Lutheran Church, Haytl, South Dakota. Additlonal
material was written by Rev. Tim Paterson, who alsoc compiled this history. Flease
tring additlons and corrections to our attenticn, %o that ap accurate and complete

history of our congresation may be malntained.
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LOOKING BACK = LOOKING AHEAD

v Sev. Tin Peteraon

The hlstery of the ehurch 1= the hilstory of Cod's faithfulness. What i=
epecial about New Hope's histery 1s the speclial ways 1n whieh GCod has touched
its members through the years. This sgrace can not bte captured in writing, but
1z revealed in wour lives of failthfulness to the Word wou have heard 1n this place.

Wnet T find most Iinteresting in New Hope's history is the controversy of the
18B0*a. T think the witness of our consresation in that difficult time can
stretrthen our commitment to Christ as we look to ths futurs,

Both sides in the "Missourlan controversy”™ were very concerned that God's
truth bte rreached and taught accurately. Both sides felt 1t necessary to separate
themzelves from falsehood. HNorih Hew Hope broke away from ithe Syneod, while the
membera of South New Hope left North New Hope, Such commltment to the truth of
the faith 1s admirable. It's mrd today to ke loyal to truth, wnen there are so
many volces telling us different things abeut God, and when we naturally want tao
te open-minded. Cur herltage 1n New Hope cmlls us to seek what 1s true ard hold
tlghtly to it.

The primary lssue in the dispute was the guestlen of faith and grace. Ina
zeneral way of speakling, North New Hope focussed more on our faith, while the South
ceftered on God's grace., Their jolnt witness to us 18 to 1ift high both falth and
grace. God doea something wonderful withim us when his grace gives us faith., Martin
Luther said, "Word alone, falth alene, grace alone." If we're looking to find truth
strong enousgh to build our lives on, it's good to start with this foundation,

Finally, the specific matter that recelved the mest dlscusslon in New Hope
was Whether er not a persen "on Converslon's Way" could "pray in a manner pleasing
te God." Pastor Eldahl sald that an unbeliever who was repenting would have his
rrayer of repantance heard by God even though he had not yet become 8 bellever.

The Syncd thecloglans taught that anybody repenting hed already teen glven faith

by God's grace, because no unbtellever could please God with his prayers. What
berefit can there be for us in thls halr-splittlng? Being a menber of Ged's family
can easily ba taken for granted. HNot all people are able to talk to Qod. Dotk sides
in the dispute agreed on that. If we can talk to our Loxd, it i3 because by Geod's
srece Iln Jesus Christ thet we have been trought inte His Family. To be eble to "prav
in a manner pleasing to God" 1s & special privilege Ood has given to us, Hi=z Childran.

COur congregetlon had a "Celden Age™ when it wae lerge and prominent. We are
now much smaller. We rejolee in the thousands who recelived Ged's Word here,
trusting that, living or dead, they are 5ti11 united with us in the Lord. We
refolee that the power of Sod In Jesus Christ is 1n New Hope Lutheran Church now,
with the Word and the Sacraments., The call of Sed and the salvatlon of Cod are

hare for us all, for me, and. for you.
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PASTCR BERGE'S PAREWELL

Bafore he died en May 5, 1683, New Hope's first resident pastor dletated
to his wife a short nessage to be read to the congregation. Pastor Nils
Fryneelsen Berge was 41 when he dled. Execept for his one year ln Scandinavia,
Haw Hops and Alban were the only churehes he served ln hia mlnlstry. He was
buried in the New Hope cemetery. His farewell message was translated by Helva
Herlien. It was printed in The Jola Herald on Februsry 24, 1972, as part of
Malcolm Rosholt's series "From the Indian Land.* It was also used by Rev.
Leonard Masted in his book Goals that Grip and Grow.

"Sinece T anm not permitted to hold farewall services in the dear New Hope
and Alban congregations, I would earnestly exhort you to remember Jesus Christ,
meditate on His suffering for us, and conslder His great lowve which moved Elm to
euffer rather than that we should be condemned, Think of what a grest sin 1t
would be for us to despise such great love, for He out of Hls great mercy has
freed us from suffering by teking 1t upon Him=self, and has opened the portals
of grace to the heavenly kingdem for us.

"Wa have the promlse that 1ln His good time we shall rise according to Hls
tranefigured body and, as the Apostle Peter eays, partake of Hls godly nature.

"T urge vyou to pray your Heavenly Father to forglve gll your sine for the
sake of Jesus Christ and to hold in high esteem the great grace of the gift of
forgiveness and, with it, eternal 1ife and salvation. Use Cod's Word dAlligently
for, thwough it, the Holy Spirit reveals Christ to and in your hearts and thereby
leads you on the Way of Life.

"With this I must close, dear congregatlons, since I am 80 weak that I can
net even wrilte this myself but am dletating it to my wife and she ls wrlilng deown
my words, I waent to thank vou, dear congregations, most heartily for the great
devetlon yvou have shown me during my 1llness and llkewlse for your good will
tovard my family.

"Finally, I would confess before my dear congregaticns that I die belleving
in the triune God: Father, Son and Holy Choet, and that I rejoice 1n my Savior
gnd in the fact that He haz taken away all zy 3ln and lts merlted punishment, =o
that I can now, in the name of the Lord: Jasu= and out of pure grace without any
merit of my own, inherit eternal life gnd salvatlon. I am not afraid to die but
rejoice wilth all ay heart 1ln the knowledge that 1t will pot be long t111 I am
permitted to enter into the eternal zlory.
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"In elosing, I alsoc want to pray Ged's blesslng down upon the new pastor and
Fls work ameng you. May our graclous and merclful Cod so dlirect hls labor that 1t
mav he to God's glory and result 1n the eternzl salvatlon of many souls.

"So be it for Jesus sake. Amen."

A FLEDGE TO KEEP"

The folleowing poem was a centennial greetinz to the New Hope Church from
Fastor Olaf L. Olsen, October 13, 1957, end was printed in the 100ih annlversary
booklet of the congregation.

The New Hope Church through hundred years
Has sown the Gospel, oft with tesrs,

The frults for us to reap.

From age to age the Cospel scund

Ung echoed on this holy ground,

Cur heritage to keep,

For this we thenk our loving Ged

Whoe blest our fathers where they trod:
He heard them pray and slng.

And in thelr ateps we wlll proceed

Ta wershlp God in word and deed,

In service to ocur Hlng.

We consecrata ourselves anew

To serve pur 3avier and to da

Az He Himself has =aid,

To teach Hls Word 4o all the world

In doctrine pure, wlth truth unfurled,
That souls to Christ be led.
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MAMORIAL GIVTS  195B-1982

Tables for Methilda Clson, Jladys Kregwold, Fred Koldsn,
and Ferry Zwensoh
service Book and Zymnal; names en ccvars (red)
Altar Bible in memory of Adolph ckowen
Candslabra in memory of Bobert Broadway
(replaced by candlssticks in 1973)
Drapes Tor the Fath Sroadways _
3lide projector for Gary w~ogslana
Tlectric Clock for Irving Larscn _
Good News (eopies for pews) fer ALCY for Horrils Eotvedt
illen Crean from Maxwell Zstate for Lewis and Zilma Maxuell
Opeamers/sugar powls by Mrs. Lyls Hnutsch in memcry of Lyle

Hdeplacerent of Communion SeTvice meporial for Jarl Christephsrson

quest book for Zmelie Nerlien

Multiplex for MWels F. Hanson and Ells Hiller Tloistad continued
in memery of Inegz AanTud Hanson

Spealer syster in memory ol Steve Williams

"Last supper” Three dimensional picturs for Elmer Kelden

Lutheran Back of wWorship; names in neme plates in tooks

Faw Cushion fund for Arthur Stoltencerg

Many memorials given to irprovement fund and refugee fund

Ceiling fans for Mabel Ectvedt

Chimes Fund was begun in 1270 in memory of Fauline Kussman,-
It was completed in 1981 with memerials from Jamss Cox,
the Tllingsons in memory of Selma Cox, and 3dward Sesfe’ts.
Other memcrlals for Deris Snuler, James Kolden, Norris
Hotvedt, Worin Gundsrson, Marie Danielscn, Mata Breadway,
James Olson, Melwvin Rustad, and Cvereite lsascson. Many
other gifts hely to complets this project.

Wall hangirng for Mr. 2nd Mrs, H. Hiller

Altar Hengings and pulpit antependrums for Mabel 3Stcltenberg
and Mollie Reierson -

Kitchen eceiling for Olga Hustad

QTHIR CGIFT3

Movie Projecter from L.D.R. fund

Pianc and altar carpet from W.M.F. (now A.L.C.W.;
Wall hanging by Frieda Isaacscn and Viela 53ineclair
Wall nanglng by Famela Jensen and Kelly Asnrud

Picture "Christ and the Childred" by Pastor Hcolten
IMFHOVEMERT S 1255-1282

Rest rooms, new (lecr, and new hsating system
Interior repainted
Tront entrance sters rebuilt
Egck porches rebuillt
W “ront doors f
Front hall (dow-ngtairs) can:led
E%};dlng Insul%Fed and windows geal=d and weatharprocied
Kitchen pznsle



